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Dalton-ift-Furncss  Urban  District  Council. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Daiton-in-Furness. 


Annual  Report  of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1949. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of 
tlie  Metiical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1949. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  8,022. 

I’opulation  10,570. 

Nmnher  of  inhabited  houses  3,156 
Rateable  Value  ;^40,555. 

.Amount  produced  by  a Penny  Rate  ;^150. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births. — One  hundred  and  eighty-six  births,  87  male  and  99  female 
were  registered  during  the  year,  giving  a birth-rate  of  17.6  per 
1,000  compared  with  a rate  of  17.5  per  1,000  in  1948.  Eight 
of  the  total  births  were  of  illegitimate  children. 


Stillbirths. — Four  children  were  stillborn  during  the  year,  giving 
a stillbirth  rate  of  21  per  1,000  total  births. 

Deaths. — One  hundred  and  thirty-four  deaths  of  residents,  71  male 
and  63  female,  were  registered  during  the  year,  giving  a death- 
rate  of  12.7  per  1,000,  the  same  as  the  rate  in  1948. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  six  deaths  of  infants  under 
I year  of  age,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  32  per  1,000 
live  births.  The  sex,  ages  and  causes  of  deaths  were  ; — 


Male 

9 hours 

Atelectasis,  prematurity. 

Male 

i month 

Infantile  Diarrhoea,  premature  birth 

Male 

i day 

Prematurity  (28  weeks) 

Male 

2 months 

Marasmus,  gastro-enteritis. 

Male 

2 days 

Prematurit}'. 

Female 

7 months 

Broncho-pneumonia. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  & Enteritis  under  2 years  of  age — 'Two. 


Maternal  Mortality. — Nil. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


'I'he  table  below  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  Dalton 
residents  in  1949. 


Causes  of  Death 


Male  Female  Total 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  ... 

Measles  ....  ...  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping' Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 

Acme  infective  Encephalitis 
Cerebro  spinal  fever 
Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
Other  tuberculosis  diseases 
Syptiililic  Diseases 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 
Cancer  of  bucal  cavity,  oesopeagus  M,  utei 
Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Cancer  ot  Breast 
Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
Diabetes 

Intracranial  vascnlai-  lesions 
Heart  Disease 
Other  circulatory  diseases 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
[diarrhoea  under  two  years  of  age 
Appendicitis 
Other  digestive  diseases 
Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 
Puerperal  and  post  abortive  Sepsis 
Other  maternai  causes 

Premature  birth,  Congenital  malfoiniai 
birth  injury,  etc. 

.Senility 

Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 
Other  violent  causes 
All  othei-  causes 


us  F — 

4 

6 

7 

25 


‘ ", 


2 
5 
1 
1 
1 
9 

18 
1 

1 — 

5 3 

— 1 

2 — 

1 — 

2 1 
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3 

1 

1 

1 

5 


71 


10 

3 

4 

63 
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1 


2 

9 

1 

7 

1 

16 

43 

1 

1 

8 
1 
1 
2 
1 

3 


3 
13 

1 

1 

4 
9 
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I he  principal  causes  <>f  death  of  Dalton  residents  in  1949 
as  shown  by  the  above  table  were  Ileart  Disease  43;  Cancer  19! 
Intracranial  vascular  lesions  16;  and  Senility  13.  'I'here  were 
five  deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 
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Cancer. — Brief  particulars  of  the 

19  deaths  from  this  disease  are 

shown  below: — 

Site 

Male 

Female 

'fotal 

Colon 

2 

3 

5 

Stomach 

2 

3 

5 

Bronchus 

3 

— 

3 

Uterus 

— 

2 

2 

All  other  sites 

3 

I 

4 

10 

9 

•9 

'The  table  below  shows 

comparisons 

between 

birth  and 

death  rates  in  England  and  Wales,  148  smaller  towns  and  this 
district. 


Enelaii  1 

and 

148  Smaller  Towns 

Dalton-in 

-Furness 

Wale  ^ 

25-50,000  pi’p. 

UrI 

ban 

Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Births 

Deaths 

Births 

Deaths 

1945 

16. 1 

II.4 

19-3 

15  4 

I3-I 

1946 

19.I 

II.5 

21.3 

ii.y 

17.6 

H-3 

1947 

20.5 

1 2.0 

22.2 

11.9 

20.8 

12-5 

1948 

17.9 

10.8 

19.2 

10.7 

17-5 

12.7 

1949 

16.7 

II. 7 

18.0 

1 1 .6 

17.6 

1 2.7 

'I'he  age 

distribution  of  deaths  in  1949 

is  shown  below: — 

-1  1 

1-15-1  10-  1 15 

,- 1 20- 1 30- 

1 40-  1 50-  1 60- 

1 65-  1 70-  1 75-  1 

80-  1 85-  1 90- 

■ 1 total 

6 

3—32 

4 4 

6 13  15 

18  19  20 

13  7 1 
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58.2%  of  deaths  were  in  persons  of  65  years  of  age  and  over. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

PERSONNEL.  .Medical  Officer  of  Health: — A.  Dodd,  M.D., 
Ch.B.  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Other  Appointments  Held  : — Medical  Officer  of  Health — Ulverston 
Combined  .Sanitary  District.  Divisional  Medical  Officer — 
Health  Division  No.  i,  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Sanitary  Inspector: — W.  W.  Jackson,  C.R.S.L,  M.S.I.A.  Meat  & 
Foods  Inspectors  Certificate  R.S.L  Certificate  in  Sanitary 
Science  as  applied  to  Buildings  and  Public  Works. 

Other  Appointments  Held: — Cleansing  Superintendent — Dalton-in- 
Furness  Urban  District.  Housing  Officer — Dalton-in-Furness 
Urban  District. 
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Laboratory  Facilities. — Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried 
out  at  the  hospital  laboratory  of  the  Barrow  and  Furness  Hos- 
pital Management  Committee  situated  at  High  Carley  Sana- 
torium, assisted,  if  necessary,  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  Liverpool.  Chemical  Analyses,  as  required,  are  sent  to  the 
City  Laboratories,  Liverpool. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  School  Medical,  Dental  and 
Health  Visiting*  Services — Ulverston  Combined  Sanitary 

District. 

'I'liese  services  are  provided  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council.  Routine  child  welfare  clinics,  minor  ailment  clinics, 
dental  clinics,  and  school  medical  and  dental  inspections  are 
undertaken  by  Assistant  County  Medical  and  Dental  Officers 
with  health  visitors  and  school  nurses.  The  ophthalmic  surgeon, 
obstetrician  and  orthopaedic  specialist  attend  the  appropriate 
eye,  ante-natal  and  post-natal  and  orthopaedic  clinics  at 
Dalton-in-Furness  and  Ulverston. 

'I'he  times  and  places  where  County  Council  Clinics  are 
held  are  shown  below. 

Dalton — Dowdales  Clinic. 


.Monday 

a.m. 

Nil. 

p.m. 

Immunisation,  ist  Mon.  each  month,  2 p.m 

Tuesday 

a.m. 

Minor  Ailments  Redressing  Clinic. 

p.m. 

Nil. 

Wednesday 

a.m. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

p.m. 

Antenatal  Clinic. 

'Thursday 

a.m. 

Minor  Ailments  and  Inspection  Clinic. 

p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

Friday 

a.m. 

Nil. 

p.m. 

Nil. 
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Ulvkrston — Ikogden  Street  Clinic. 


Monday 

a.m. 

Minor  Ailments  Redressing  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

p.m. 

Antenatal  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

T uesday 

a.m. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

p.m. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  (every  2 months). 

Wednesday 

a.m. 

p.m. 

Minor  Ailments  and  Inspection  Clinic. 
Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Thursday 

a.m. 

1 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

p.m. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Friday 

a.m. 

p.m. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Saturday 

a.m. 

Second  Saturday  each  month,  10  to  ii  a.m 
Immunisation. 

CoNisTON — Church  Rooms,  Yewdale  Road. 

1st  Friday  each  month,  p.m.,  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Kirkby — Beckside  School. 

3rd  Friday  each  month,  p.rn.,  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Grayth  WAITE — Hazelseat. 

1st  Wednesday  each  month,  p.m..  Child  Welfare  Centre. 
Hawkshead — Town  Hall. 

Last  Wednesday,  each  month,  p.m..  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Grange — Congregational  Sunday  School,  Kents  Bank  Road. 
Tuesday  fortnightly,  p.m..  Child  Welfare  Centre. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supplies. — The  Urban  District  of  Dalton-in-Furness  is 
provided  with  water  by  the  Barrow-in-Furness  Corporation  in 
mains  belonging  to  the  County  Borough  Council.  Dalton  is 
supplied  from  the  Poaka  Beck  Reservoir  and  Askam  from  the 
Ulpha  Intake  of  the  River  Duddon. 
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There  was  no  shortage  of  water  during  the  year  1949. 

Samples  of  water  were  examined  bactcriologically  on  the 
dates  and  from  the  places  shown  belowf — 

ist  August,  1949. — Samples  i,  2 and  3. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  — o 
No  faecal  coli. 

# 

22nd  November,  1949. — Samples  1 and  2. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml,  — o 
No  faecal  coli. 

22nd  November,  1949. — Sample  3. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  — 35 
Faecal  coli  present. 

It  is  considered  that  a pure  supply  was  delivered  to 
consumers. 

This  supply  serves  3,122  dwelling-houses,  representing 
approximately  10,520  persons,  direct  to  the  houses,  and  serves 
also  4 houses  by  means  of  stand-pipes  representing  another  13 
persons.  'Thirty  houses  in  the  Urban  District  representing 
approximately  105  persons  get  a water  supply  from  private 
sources. 

Housing. — The  shortage  of  houses  continues  to  be  a major  problem 
in  the  district. 

During  the  year,  twenty  houses  on  the  Anty-Cross  site 
were  tenanted,  and  a further  thirty-six  houses  were  in  course  of 
erection. 

Prevalence  Of,  and  Control  Over,  Infectious  Disease. — 'The 
following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  cases  of  the  notifiable  in- 
fectious diseases  which  occurred  in  the  Urban  District  during  the 
five  years  19.14-1948,  compared  with  the  numbers  in  1949: — 
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1949  ^ 


DISEASE 

1944 

1945 

1 

1946 

1 

1 

1947 

1948 

Number 
of  Cases 

Removedto 

Hospital 

Deaths  in 
Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

7 

37 

46 

20 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

t 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  and 
Para-Tyhoid 

— 

— 

185 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

2 

97 

22 

4 

2 

3 

— 

— 

Whooping 

Cough 

— 

3 

22 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

— 

Dysentery 

4 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal 

F ever 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Totals 

22 

146 

9 

18 

226 

24 

— 

Scarlet  Fever.  — Forty-six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified 
during  1949.  I'liese  consisted  of  one  adult  and  forty-five 
children.  I'wenty-two  of  the  cases  were  males  and  twent\-lour 
females.  'Twenty  cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  All  the 
cases  were  of  a mild  type.  'There  was  no  evidence  in  any  case 
that  the  disease  was  conveyed  by  milk. 

Measles. — The  incidence  of  Measles  was  very  low  in  accordance 
with  the  usual  cyclic  incidence  of  the  disease. 


Poliomyelitis/Polioencephalitis  in  the  Ulverston  Combined 
Sanitary  District. — In  1949,  nine  cases  of  Polionneliiis  or 
Polioencephalitis  were  notified  in  the  Dlverston  Combined 
Sanitary  District.  Three  of  these  occurred  in  the  Ulverston 
Rural  District;  three  in  the  Ulverston  Urban  District;  two  in 
Dalton  Urban  District  and  one  in  the  Grange  Urban  Distrir  t. 

The  incidence  of  Poliomyelitis/Polioencephalitis  since 
1900  in  the  four  districts  now  forming  the  Ulveiston  Combined 
Sanitary  District,  is  shown  in  the  following  table;  — 
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Ulverston  Ulveiston  Dalton-in-  Grange-over- 
Year  Urban  Rural  Furness  Urban  Sands  Urban 


1000-1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 
191^ 
ig2<i 

1921 

1922 

1 923 

1924-1939 

1940 

1941-1943 

1944 

•945-1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 


The  table  below  shows  the  age,  sex,  date  of  onset,  result  of 
infection  and  the  district  in  which  tlie  patient  resided  respecting 
the  cases  which  occurred  in  1949  : — 

C'ase 


No. 

Age 

Sex 

Date  of  Onset 

Result 

District 

1 

7 

F 

4/1/1949 

Recovered 

Colton 

2 

12 

M 

17/9/1949 

DIED 

Hawksliead 

3 

17 

M 

26/9/1949 

DIED 

Grange 

4 

27 

M 

28/9/1949 

Recovered 

Diversion 

5 

5 

M 

28/9/1949 

Recovered 

Dalton 

6 

44 

M 

28/9/1949 

Recovered 

Ulverston 

7 

7 

F 

13/10/1949 

DIED 

Newland 

8 

2 

F 

15/10/1949 

Retoveied 

Marton 

9 

29 

F 

23/10/1949 

Still  in  Hospital 

Ulverston 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  above  table  that  three  deaths 
from  tlie  disease  occurred  during  the  year,  giving  a case  mor- 
tality of  33.3%.  No  deaths  occurred  in  adults.  The  two  youths 
who  died  had  been  undertaking  strenuous  exercise  at  the  time 
of  onset  and  for  a few  days  previously. 

Although  tliat  was  the  case  at  the  end  of  the  year,  one 
death  from  the  disease  has  since  occurred,  giving  a case  mor- 
tality of  44.4%.  The  patient  who  died  was  the  female  aged  29 
who  was  still  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Of  the  five  cases  who  recovered,  some  had  residual  paraly- 
sis or  weakness. 


10 

No  connection  was  traced  between  any  of  these  cases.  No 
two  cases  occurred  in  any  one  family.  No  history  of  contact 
with  a previous  case  was  obtained  in  any  instance  and  there 
was  no  history  of  recent  tonsillectomy  in  any  case. 

Tuberculosis. — The  tuberculosis  service  in  the  Ulverston  Combined 
Sanitary  District  is  administered  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  The  County  Council  and  Sanitary  Authority  are 
responsible  for  matters  relating  to  care  and  after-care  and 
prevention.  A Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  is  provided  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council.  The  Dispensary  at  Ulverston  is 
attended  by  the  Consultant  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  the  district 
and  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor.  Extensive  facilities  for 
the  investigation  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis  are  available  at 
High  Carley  Sanatorium,  Nr.  Ulverston. 


'The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  and 
mortality  during  1949  : — 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Ag*  Periods 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Yean 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

0— 

1— 

2 — 

5— 

JO— 

15— 

20— 

25— 

35— 

46— 

— 1 

•2  2 

1 — 

— 2 

— — 

1 — 

— 1 

1 — 

— — 

a — 

2 1 

— 1 

1 — 

— — 

55— 

65— 

2 







76  and  upwai'ds 

• 

Totals 

10  4 

1 4 

2 0 

1 0 
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The  table  below  shows  the  numbers  of  new  cases  and  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  in  Dalton  Residents  during  the  past  1 2 years: — 


Year 

Nbw  Cases 

RESPIRATORY  NON-RBSPIRATORY 

M F M F 

Deaths 

RESPIRATORY  NON-RBSPIRATORY 

M F M F 

1938 

3 

7 

5 

1 

1 

4 

— 

1 

1939 

9 

7 

7 

7 

4 

5 

— 

2 

1940 

5 

3 

1 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

1941 

4 

4 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1942 

5 

4 

4 

4 

1 

4 

— 

— 

1943 

12 

5 

4 

5 

3 

4 

— 

— 

1944 

4 

4 

4 

1 

5 

2 

— 

— 

1945 

13 

7 

1 

2 

7 

1 

— 

— 

1946 

4 

7 

— 

2 

2 

8 

1 

— 

1947 

9 

8 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1948 

7 

10 

3 

2 

1 

5 

— 

— 

1949 

10 

4 

1 

4 

2 

0 

2 

0 

I he  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  fell 
slightly  in  1949. 

In  conclusion,  I thank  the  members  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee and  officers  of  the  Dalton-in-Furness  Urban  District 
Council,  and,  in  particular,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  courtesy 
and  help. 

The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  appended. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


A.  DODD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Cleansing  Superintendent  (&!  Housing  Officer. 


To  the  Chainnaa  and  Members  of  tlie  Daltun-ia-Furness 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I append  herewith  my  Annual  Report  on  the  activities  of 
the  Health  Department  and  Cleansing  Service  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1949  As  your  Housing  Officer,  I also 
include  some  notes  on  this  aspect  of  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment which  is  becomintj  increasingly  onerous  and  taking  up  a 
considerable  amount  of  our  time. 


The  day  to  day  work  of  the  department  proceeds  smoothly 
considering  the  difficulties  with  which  we  are  all  confronted 
these  days,  speedy  progress  is  impossible  owing  to  shortages  of 
labour  and  material  which  still  exist. 


We  are  fortunate  in  being  able  to  get  a considerable 
amount  of  work  carried  out  without  recourse  to  statutoi y pio- 
ceedings,  and,  generally  speaking,  the  department’s  contact 
with  various  owners  and  agents  appears  to  be  satisfactory.  It 
is  not  generally  realised  that  rents  which  have  been  fixed  by  law 
at  a figure  in  the  region  of  6/-  to  7/-  per  week,  inclusive  of  rates, 
are  totally  inadequate  to  allow  a sufficient  margin  for  main- 
tenance. 


'The  high  cost  of  labour  and  materials  obtaining  nowadays 
is  out  of  proportion  to  these  rents,  and  in  many  cases  the  carry- 
ing out  of  a notice  from  your  Health  Department  sterilises  any 
income  from  the  property  for  a considerable  period  of  time,  and 
in  the  case  of  small  property  owners  this  very  often  results  in 
cases  of  extreme  hardship. 
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Housing  Statistics. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  183 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspect- 

ed and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of 

formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  49 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A. —Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
formal  statutory  notices  were  served  re- 


quiring repairs  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rend- 
ered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ... 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ' ...  Nil 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  4 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rend- 
ered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

{a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

li>J  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

No  proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  Housing 
Act,  1936  re  Demolitions  or  Section  12  re 
Underground  rooms. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV.  — Overcrowding. — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 


of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  23 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  107 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  11 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ....  ....  ....  18 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in 

such  cases  ....  ...  ...  153 


Milk  Supply. — On  October  1st,  new  regulations  came  into  opera- 
tion which  transferred  the  control  of  milk  production  from 
the  local  authority  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  It  was  maintained  that  the  Central  Authority  could 
carry  out  this  work  more  efficiently  than  local  authorities. 

I was  of  the  opinion  at  the  time  that  this  was  not  so,  and 
in  spite  of  the  far  greater  powers  of  the  Ministry  than  the 
local  authority  ever  possessed,  subsequent  experience  has 
proved  my  opinion  to  be  correct.  The  position  today  is  that 
the  Ministry  do  not  visit  producers  of  undesignated  milks 
unless  requested  to  do  so  by  the  farmer  concerned.  This 
situation  exposes  the  futility  of  the  whole  scheme. 

Twenty  samples  were  taken  for  examination  for  T.B.  by 
the  inoculation  test  and  all  proved  negative. 

Fourteen  samples  were  taken  for  Bacteriological  exam- 
ination, all  except  one  proving  satisfactory;  this  one  was 
followed  up  and  improvements  obtained. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. — Visits  were  made  to  the  various  shops 
for  the  purpose  of  inspection  under  Section  13,  etc.,  and  also 
for  the  examination  of  foodstuffs.  The  standard  of  cleanliness 
was  criticised  in  three  cases  and  improvements  effected. 
Total  visits  177.  This  total  includes  periods  of  duty  at  the 
Uiverston  Slaughterhouse  on  meat  inspection. 
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The  following  is  a list  of  articles  condemned  : — 


57  tins  of  milk 
35  tins  meat 
29  tins  fruit 
5 tins  Beans 
127  tins  Fish 
31  jars  Pickles  >• 
5 jars  jam 
5 jars  Paste 
1 tin  Pudding 


160  packets  Custard 
23  lbs.  Cake  mixture 
15  lbs.  Flour 
12  tins  Tomatoes 
6 packets  Gelatine 


103  lbs  Meat 
1 lb  2 oz.  Bacon 
69  lbs  Sausage 


11  boxes  Cheese 
9 bottles  Sauce 
16  packets  Soup 


13^  stone  wet  Fish 
Black  Puddings 


Offensive  I rades. — The  offensive  trades  number  six  consisting 
of  five  Fried  Fish  Shops  and  one  Knacker’s  Yard. 

Considerable  improvements  have  been  made  at  the 
Knacker’s  Yard,  but  much  could  still  be  done  to  improve  the 
appearance  of  the  surroundings  of  the  premises  and  I would 
suggest  that  every  encouragement  should  be  given  to  the 
occupier  of  these  premises  to  encourage  him  to  make  the  best 
of  what  is  at  any  time  a type  of  business  liable  to  create  a 
nuisance 

Refuse  Collection. — The  collection  of  refuse  has  been  carried 
out  with  a minimum  of  trouble,  only  one  complaint  being  re- 
ceived during  the  year.  I am  happy  to  report  a much  better 
spirit  existing  amongst  the  staff  although  the  position  still  leaves 
much  to  be  desired. 

The  Bantam  vehicle  No.  FTC  838  has  now  given  seven 
years  service  and  the  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  the  cost 
of  the  upkeep  will  far  exceed  the  loan  charges  on  a new  vehicle. 

Refuse  is  disi)Osed  of  at  Elliscales  and  Askam  tips  by 
means  of  crude  tipping  as  has  been  the  case  for  many  years 

There  are  still  twenty  nine  Privies,  «ix  Pail  closets  and 
sixty-four  dry  Ashpits  in  the  district,  mostly  at  outlying 
premises 

During  the  year  55  tons  of  paper  valued  at  ;;^351  were 
and  Rags  to  the  value  of  ^4  were  disposed  of. 

The  corresponding  amounts  tor  the  year  1948  were  51  tons 
of  paper  valued  at  jC^2,5  and  rags  to  the  value  of  ^8. 

Housing. — The  first  twenty  houses  on  Anty-Cross  site  were  occu- 
pied during  the  year  and  a further  thirty-six  were  in  course  of 
erection. 
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At  the  close  of  the  year  285  names  were  still  outstanding 
on  the  housing  list,  not  all  these  people  however  are  in  need 
of  accommodation.  I would  again  stress  the  difference  between 
those  in  need  of  accommodation  and  those  who  have  applied 
for  a Council  house  for  a variety  of  other  reasons,  these  people 
probably  constitute  about  40%  of  the  names  on  the  list.  In 
spite  of  this,  the  position  continues  to  be  extremely  grave,  and 
in  the  course  of  the  hundreds  of  interviews  I have  with  people 
during  the  year,  1 am  strongly  impressed  by  the  large  amount 
of  unhappiness  and  even  misery  which  the  situation  entails. 
There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  a vast  majority  of  family 
trouble  and  a great  many  divorces  are  due  solely  to  the  fact 
that  housing  accommodation  is  not  available. 

I would  suggest  to  the  Council  that  serious  consideration 
be  given  to  providing  a percentage  of  houses  or  temporary 
accommodation  to  couples  who  have  been  married  for  some 
time  and  have  never  had  a home  of  their  own.  In  quite  a number 
of  instances  young  married  couples  come  to  see  me  begging 
for  accommodation  of  any  description  where  they  can  fake  up 
a proper  married  life  and  start  a family,  many  of  them  being 
determined  not  to  have  children  until  they  can  give  them 
reasonable  home  conditions  in  which  to  grow  up. 

It  also  becomes  increasingly  evident  that  the  houses  at 
present  being  built  and  let  at  a rental  of  23/-  per  week  are  far 
too  costly  for  the  average  family  in  Dalton,  and  I strongly 
advise  that  every  possible  means  should  be  taken  ta  build  the 
houses  at  a less  rental  even  at  the  sacrifice  of  area  and  amenity, 
since  these  latter  circumstances  are  no  substitute  for  continual 
financial  worry. 

Ice-Cream  — Regular  visits  were  paid  to  three  premises  manufact- 
uring ice-cream  for  the  area,  and  samples  were  taken.  In 
spite  of  the  fact  that  during  the  period  two  out  of  the  three 
manufacturers  were  engaged  in  making  improvements  to 
their  equipment  the  samples  did  not  show  any  serious  defect. 

In  conclusion  I am  happy  to  record  the  good  feelings 
existing  between  various  trades  of  the  town  and  the  Health 
Department  in  its  activities  My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Health 
Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  and  other  officer^  of  the  Council 
for  their  unstinted  co  operation  and  to  Miss  Atkinson  and  the 
cleansing  staff  without  whose  assistance  the  work  of  the 
Department  cannot  successfully  go  on. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  JACKSON,  Sanitary  Inspector. 


